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Who are we?

§ We help state, local, and grassroots organizations better 
provide for victim needs

§ We advocate for victims’ rights

§ We are a training and technical assistance provider



What we know:
§ 6 in 10 crime victims want a criminal justice system that prioritizes prevention and 

rehabilitation over punishment*

§ This holds true even among violent crime victims

§ Most crime victims value alternative-to-incarceration programs such as mental health and 
drug treatment, community supervision, and community services programs

§ Many crime victims do not support policies that would expand private prisons, and most crime 
victims believe additional law enforcement funding should go to**:

§ Providing trainings for police on how to deescalate situations for individuals with mental 
illness and

§ Providing diversion programs for people with drug addiction issues (36% of those 
surveyed)

*Data taken from the 2016 National Survey of Victims’ Views of 800 respondents
**Data taken from a 2017 David Binder Research survey of 3,000 respondents



What do we believe?
§ Victims' rights need to be considered in justice reform

§ Reformers and victims should see one another as allies, not adversaries

§ Victims need a voice if justice reform is to be equitable

§ Traditional victim versus offender dichotomies are inaccurate

§ In-jail populations may also be victims and experience resulting trauma
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Please contact us at 
sjchallenge@victimsofcrime.org with questions 

or technical assistance requests.
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